
 

Topic/Objective:  Name: 

The General History of Virginia  Class/Period: English III 
By: John Smith Date: 

Essential Question: What are the implicit messages the reader can  

identify in Smith’s writing? 

Questions: Notes: 

  In 1606, Smith was sent to Virginia by the  

 Virginia Company of London; the private firm hired by 

 King James I to explore and settle Virginia.  

  His mission was to not only explore and settle,  

 but to recruit other young Englishmen to help him.  

  He wrote The General History of Virginia to try to 

 get young men to come to Virginia and work for him. 

  
 Reading Activity: 
 1.) Identify the following: 

  his attitude toward the Indians in Virginia 

  his attitude regarding the Indian leaders 

 
 his attitude towards Pocahontas and her female 

friends 
 2.) Consider if you think he is being truthful in these  

  accounts; if he’s not, why might he exaggerate or lie?  
 3.) Consider what his writing IMPLIES about the  

 Indians, their leaders, and Pocahontas and her friends.  
 4.) What message is he trying to get out there?  
  

  
  



 Explicit Message = fully and clearly stated 

Define Implicit Implicit Message = not directly stated 
  
 Smith’s Explicit Message: 

  There is danger in Virginia; it can be a hard place. 

  
 Smith’s Implicit Message: 

  Virginia is fun and exciting through danger 

  The Indians are not that smart and easily fooled 

  The Indian women like white men 

  Is a place that a young man might want to be 

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

Summary: John Smith used implicit messages to recruit  
Englishmen to Virginia. His messages were that Virginia is 
fun through danger, Indians are not smart, Indian women like  
white men, & Virginia is a place young men would like.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Topic/Objective:  Name: 

The Puritans Class/Period:  
 Date: 

Essential Question: Who are the Puritans and what did   

they believe?  

Questions: Notes: 

  Puritans were a group of Church of 
 England members 

  They felt that their church was too much 
 Like the Catholic Church 

  They wanted to “purify” the Church of  
 England from its Catholic elements – prayers 
 to saints, elaborate artwork, stained glass, 
 music, etc. 

  Wanted churches to be plain & simple, 
 and that church services should consist of only  
 a bible reading and a long sermon 

  Entirely against anything fun 

  If you were having fun, your mind was  
 not on God  

   Puritan life based on four things: 
 1.) Going to Church 
 2.) Praying 



 3.) Reading the bible 
 4.) Going to Work 

  Puritans’ beliefs made them unpopular in 
 England  

  King granted them their own colony in  
 America (Massachusetts) so they could leave 
 England and go live there 

  Pilgrims = Puritans 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
Summary: 

 
 
 

 
 



 

Topic/Objective:  Name: 

Sinners in the Hands of an Class/Period:  
Angry God Date: 

Essential Question: What is a sermon and how did this  

sermon affect the Puritans and others? 

Questions: Notes: 

  This sermon was delivered by Jonathon 
 Edwards to the Puritan community.  

  A sermon is an oratory (formal public  
 speech) 
 Oratory Elements: 
 1.) tends to be persuasive 
 2.) emotionally appealing 
 3.) addresses the needs & concerns of the  
 audience 
 4.) involved colorful rhythmic language 
  

  Purpose was to teach his listeners about 
 the horrors of Hell, the dangers of sin, and  
 the terrors of being lost 

   Jon Edwards felt many Puritans were  
 “getting away” from god.  

  It is a persuasive speech that uses vivid 
 images of Hell to persuade the members of  



 the Puritan community to be quality people 

  It was said that it took Edwards six hours 
 to complete his sermon. 

  He needed to take several breaks to ask 
 For silence because the people were groaning 
 & screaming of terror.  

  He informed the community that it is the  
 will of God that keeps wicked men from Hell 
  
 Effects of the Sermon: 
 1.) scared Puritans to become more religious 
 2.) Ministers from other denominations began 
 to use it on their congregations 
 3.) End results was “The Great Awakening”  
 4.) Puritanical attitudes spread across America 
 5.) Blue laws, public decency laws, and other 
 laws like high drinking ages were results  
 6.) Edwards’ choice of words affect overall 
 Meaning in “Sinners” 

  
Summary: 

 
 
 

 
 



 

Topic/Objective:  Name: 

 Class/Period:  
 Date: 

Essential Question:  

 

Questions: Notes: 

  “Dreadful Pit of glowing flames” describes 
 Hell and the torment of being there. 

  “God’s Wrath” describes God’s anger at  
 those who are not “born again” 

  “Born again” describes what many now  
 Refer to as “being saved.” It means that one   
 Begins a new life once he becomes a “true”  
 Christian by accepting Christ’s death on the  
 cross as payment for sin…this is what gets 
 you into heaven.  
  
  
  
  
   
  
  
  



  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
Summary: 

 
 
 

 
 



 

Topic/Objective:  Name: 

Ben Franklin Class/Period:  
 Date: 9/9/14 

Essential Question: Explain how Franklin provides an  

Alternative to Puritan thinking.  

Questions: Notes: 

  Franklin was born in Boston (1706) to 
 A Puritan family.  

  He worked as an apprentice to his brother, 
 A printer, in his early teens; he wrote and  
 Printed satires that made fun of life in Boston 

  In 1723, when he was 17, he moved to  
 Philadelphia where he opened his own  
 Printing shop 

  There, he wrote “Poor Richard’s Almanac” 
 A collection of information, observations, and 
 advice 

  Printed every year from 1732-1757  
 (25 years) 

  His almanac contained aphorisms that  
  Are still quoted today 

  Aphorism: short wise sayings 
  
  



 Franklin’s Point of View: 

  Seems to think people need to be careful 
 And smart in their everyday dealing with  
 Others 

  He seems to think God limits the help he 
 Gives people – people have to do something 
 Before God will help them.  
  
 Franklin’s common views with Puritans 

  Both believe in hard work 

  Both believe in God 
  
 Franklin’s different views with Puritans 

  He puts limits on God; Puritans do not   
 (the Bible says God will help you with anything 
 If you just ask) 

  He tries to come up with answers on his 
 Own rather than turning to God or religion… 
 Puritans think only of God & religion 

  
Summary: 

 
 
 

 



 

 

Topic/Objective:  Name: 

Thomas Paine  Class/Period:  
“The Crisis Number One” Date: 

Essential Question: Examine Paine’s use of figurative  

Language that he uses to make his points in the pamphlet. 

Questions: Notes: 

  Figurative language is many things; in this 
 Case, Paine makes use of phrases as 
 Symbols to describe things or situations 
 Example: “Summer Soldier” = a soldier who 
 only wants to fight when the battle is eas 
  
 “The Crisis Number One” 

  Pamphlet written by Thomas Paine 

  Written during the Revolutionary War 

  Purpose was to inspire American troops 
 & citizens not to bail on the revolution because  
 Things weren’t going well.  

  Printed & distributed to civilians  

  Read to Washington’s troops before  
  They crossed the Delaware River & won the  
 Battle of Trenton (1774) vs. the Hessians 

  It was credited for inspiring troops’ victory 



  
 Main Points in Crisis #1: 
 1. Freedom is expensive, but it is worth  
 Fighting for; God is on our side because 
 Britain is treating America like it’s slave 
 2. God cannot and will not abandon us 
 3.  Everyone on the continent agrees  
 Separation’s coming, so Britain should let go 
 4. We need to be brave and not be weak; we 
 Have the right to defend ourselves against  
 Criminals.  
  
 Figurative Language in Crisis #1: 
 1. “Summer Soldier” & “Sunshine Patriot” = 
 Analogies that suggest soldier fights only 
 When the battle is easy & a person who only 
 Supports the country only when things are well 
 2. “the care of the devils…” = compares  
 British government to devils 
 3.  “a generous parent…” = suggests that 

 Britain should be acting as a kind parent; 
Summary: 
 

 
 



 

Topic/Objective:  Name: 

Crisis #1 Continued Class/Period:  
 Date: 

Essential Question:  

 

Questions: Notes: 
 Figurative Lang. Continued:  
 “the flame of liberty may sometimes cease  
 To shine” = we may not always be treated 
 In a democratic way 
 4. “The blood of our children will curse his 
 Cowardice…” = Our children will hate us if we 
 Do not fight & win. “The man who can smile at  
 Trouble…” = anyone who takes on a struggle 
 Or a fight with a good attitude.  
  
  
  
  

  
Summary: 

 
 
 

 



 

 

Topic/Objective:  Name: 

“Speech of Virginia  Class/Period:  
Convention”  Patrick Henry Date: 9/18/14 

Essential Question: List the types of persuasion, and   

Explain how Patrick Henry used them within in speech.   

Questions: Notes: 
 Background Info: 

  The 2nd Virginia Convention (a legislative  
 assembly) met March 20th, 1775 in Richmond,  
 Virginia. 

  Delegate Patrick Henry presented 
 Resolutions to raise a militia, and essentially 
 Join other colonies in supporting the revolution 

  Henry’s opponents urged caution and  
 Patience until the British gov’t replied to  
 Congress’ latest petition for reconciliation. 

  March 23rd, Henry presented a proposal 
 To organize a volunteer militia in every  
 Virginia county 

  By custom, Henry spoke to the 
  Convention’s president, Peyton Randolph 
 Of Williamsburg  
  



  In this speech, he discussed major points  
 Of the war, & directed his speech to the  
 Lawmakers, who were among Virginia’s 
 More wealthy citizens 
  
 Persuasive Techniques Used:  
 1.) Association – tries to link a product,  
 Service, or idea with something that is  

 Considered desirable: He associates the 
 Virginia Colonists and their cause with God 
 By saying if they go to war, God will raise up 
 allies to help them. “God is on our side” 
  
 2.) Fear – uses something disliked or  
 Feared to try to persuade them into taking 
 Action: Henry speaks of undesirable results 
 Of not going to war, such as military 
 Occupation by the British, & the British using 
 Force to get Virginia to submit. He also 
 Reminds audience that they will be under 
 The control of the “tyrannical” British gov’t 
  
 3.) Rhetorical Questioning – Questions 
 That are not meant to be answered by the  

 Audience, but rather designed to get them 



 To agree with the speaker. Paragraphs 3, 4, 6 
 Contain a series of rhetorical questions that 
 Are designed to make the listeners decide that 
 Going to war is the smartest thing to do. “Are 
 Fleets and armies necessary…to a work of 
 Reconciliation?” “When shall we be stronger?” 
  
 4.) Extrapolation – When the speaker  
 draws huge conclusions based on a few  
 small facts. Paragraph 5, Henry speaks of  
 The fact that the British government has 
 Ignored the colonists’ requests for change -  
 But he never gives a bigger picture by  
 Presenting the British point of view.  
  
 5.) Glittering Generalities – When the  
 Speaker loads his speech with words that are 
 Designed to create emotional responses: 

 “Vigilance”, “Freedom”, “Liberty” & “Patriotism” 

  
Summary: 

 
 
 

 
 



 

Topic/Objective:  Name: 

Declaration of  Class/Period:  
Independence Date: 

Essential Question: Determine how Thomas Jefferson  

Justified the right to revolution.  

Questions: Notes: 

  Mainly written by Thomas Jefferson 

  Approved by Continental Congress on 
 July 2nd 1776 

  Made public on July 4th, 1776…15 months 
 After the start of the American Revolution 

  Served as a notice to other countries that 
 We officially cut our ties with Great Britain 
 (and they could come to our aid) 

  Also served to justify the Americans’ right 
 To revolution by listing offenses of the British 
 King and claiming the revolution was a last  
 Resort.  

  Can be used today as a legal document, 
 But many of its provisions are vague and  
  Uncertain.  
  
  
  



 Jefferson’s Defense of Revolution:  

  The creator (God) had given “men” natural 
 & “unalienable” rights of life, liberty, & pursuit 
 Of happiness 

  Stated that the Right to Revolution was  
 Valid if someone was trying to deny people 
 These rights 

  He further stated that the Right to  
 Revolution could continue for Americans if 

 
Their government became abusive & 
dictatorial 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
Summary: 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Topic/Objective: Testing Name: 

wording of the Declaration Class/Period:  
Of Independence Date: 

Essential Question: List three issues that tested the  

Wording of the Declaration of Independence & why they did.  

Questions: Notes: 
 Issues that tested the wording: 

  Slavery - “all men are created equal” 

  Abortion – “the right to life” 

  Women’s rights – “all men are created  
 Equal” 

  Women’s Suffrage – the right to vote with 
 Equality 

  Civil Rights – “all men are created equal” 

  Drug laws – “the right to happiness” 

  Euthanasia – mercy killing the terminally  
 ill; the right to “life” 

  Richard Nixon’s presidency – “overthrow 
 A dictator” 
  
  American Groups declaring revolutions: 
 1. The Weather Underground (1970) 

  Sought enforcements of civil rights 
 Laws & an end to the war in Vietnam.  



 2. The Symbionese Liberation Army (1973) 

  Sought enforcement of civil rights laws 
 And a complete overthrow of the Nixon gov’t.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
Summary: 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Topic/Objective:  Name: 

The SLA & MLK  Class/Period:  
 Date: 

Essential Question:   

 

Questions: Notes: 
 Documentary Film: LAPD vs. SLA 

  The film documents both the kidnapping 
 Of Patty Hearst and the shootout of the  
 Symbionese Liberation Army (SLA) has with 
 Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) 1974 

  SLA used provisions in the Declaration of 
 Independence that guarantees Americans   
 A right to revolution to formally declare war on  
 The United States.  

  It wanted to overthrow the government  
 Of President Richard Nixon because it felt 
 Nixon was an abusive dictator (because of 
 His policies on drugs and Vietnam). They also 
 Felt his administration did not enforce civil 
  Rights laws 

  The SLA committed two murders, two  
 Robberies, four car jackings, one case of  
 Attempted assault with a deadly weapon… 



 Several cases of attempted murder of police 
 Officers and attempted destruction of gov’t 
 Property.  

  They fired 4,000 rounds of ammunition  
 Against 400 L.A. cops in a shootout.  
  
 Martin Luther King’s Letter from  
 Birmingham Jail 

  Written in 1963 while King was serving 
 Time for staging an illegal civil rights 
 Demonstration in Birmingham, Alabama 

  He addresses several white ministers  
 From Birmingham who were against the  
 Civil Rights movement (which sought equal 
 Rights on all levels for African-Americans) 

  Letter explains why African-Americans 
 Are deserving of rights equal to whites. 

  Also stresses the importance of Civil 
 Rights protesters using nonviolent activities 

 To make their points.  
Summary: 

 
 

 
 
 



 

Topic/Objective:  Name: 

SLA vs. MLA continued Class/Period:  
 Date: 

Essential Question: Compare and Contrast the SLA with 

MLA 

Questions: Notes: 
 Commonalities: 

  They wanted equal rights for African  
 Americans and other minorities 

  Tried to influence the American public 
 To join them in their struggles.  
  
 Differences:  

  MLK stressed nonviolence, the SLA used 
 Violence the whole time.  

  Public, for the most part, accepted King’s 
 Message…and his goals were accomplished  
 When Civil Rights Laws were passed in 1964. 

  Public, entirely ignored the SLA’s 
 Message and did not join in their revolution… 
  None of their goals were accomplished.  
  
  
  



  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
Summary: 

 
 
 

 
 


